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9 tricks casinos use to keep you spending your money. Email Link icon An image of a chain link. It

symobilizes a website link url. Every aspect of a casino is designed to lead people into spending more
money. Casinos use sounds, lights, and physical design to create an environment that is at once

welcoming yet hard to step away from. Here are nine tricks casinos use to keep you spending your
money. It's happened to all of us. You stride into the Luxor, Mohegan Sun, or the Tropicana brimming with

confidence, wallet filled with cash, and plans for a bit of enjoyable, sensible gaming and maybe two
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rounds of cocktails. Hours later, you have no idea what time it is, how many drinks you've had, or what
happened to your money. But there you are at the ATM yet again, with no plans to leave the bright,

temperate casino where everything seems OK — despite the fact that you're losing money hand over
fist. In the end, the house always wins. But how do casinos trick us into losing so much money? How do

they make otherwise rational people — people who work hard for their income and make reasoned
financial decisions on a day-to-day basis — throw hundreds or even thousands of dollars away based on

the literal roll of the dice, the spin of the wheel, or the draw of the cards? The short answer is that every
aspect of a casino, from the carpets to the ceilings and everything in between, is designed to thwart

common sense and lead people into making decisions that are against their own interest. Casinos use
sounds, lights, and physical design to create an environment that is at once welcoming yet hard to

navigate. They use enticements like the illusion of frequent big wins to convince us we may well strike it
rich if we just keep playing. And they ply us with food and drinks to keep us content and without need

beyond diversion. Read on to see nine ways casinos trick you into spending more money. They make
you play with chips instead of real money. A young croupier trainee displays chips on a gaming table at
the Cerus Casino Academy in Marseille, November 6, 2013. REUTERS/Jean-Paul Pelissier. When you
double down on the blackjack table or go all in during a game of Texas hold 'em, you're playing with real
money. Only it doesn't feel that way, because you changed your cash into colorful little discs representing

actual currency. It's much easier to bet big with chips than actual money, and the losses don't sting as
much, either. Many casinos also let you load money onto a card that can be used in digital games,

providing yet another way to dissociate your gambling from spending real money. There isn't a clock in
sight. People playing slot machines at Caesars Palace Hotel & Casino are viewed on May 29, 2017 in
Las Vegas, Nevada. Tourism in America's 'Sin City' has, within the past two years, made a significant

comeback following the Great Recession, with visitors filling the hotels, restaurants, and casinos in
record numbers. (Photo by George Rose/Getty Images) George Rose/Getty Images. You will never see
a clock in a casino. The people managing the establishment want you to lose track of time, paying no

attention to the hours you've spent or the time of day or night, so you will just keep trying your luck. If you
want to know the time, trust your own watch or phone.
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